VISITING BRAZIL INFORMATION

Obs: The following information is included in a brochure along with pertinent insurance and visa forms to all interested in a work or eyewitness team. Please contact Dee Calahan at the mission office in Findlay,Ohio to receive the complete set of forms needed at: dac@cggc.org 

Following three centuries under the rule of Portugal, Brazil became an independent nation in 1822. By far the largest and most populous country in South America, Brazil has overcome more than half a century of military intervention in the governance of the country to pursue industrial and agricultural growth and development of the interior. Exploiting vast natural resources and a large labor pool, Brazil became Latin America's leading economic power by the 1970s. Highly unequal income distribution remains a pressing problem.

In 1994 Missionaries Gordon & Annie Avey went to Campinas in southern 

Brazil to provide church planting training for Brazilian nationals.  A new CGGC church planting effort was launched in 1998 in Araraquara, a major city located two hours northwest of Campinas. This resulted in the opportunity to plant more churches and the start of Project Good News Brazil.

Visiting Brazil provides an opportunity for a variety of experiences including but not limited to; personal spiritual growth, worshipping with Brazilians, a better understanding of our cross-cultural work, an awareness to mission opportunities and mission needs, and so many others.

Your visit to Brazil will be one that you will not forget, and we want you to enjoy your time as you visit with missionaries and Brazilians.  This booklet has been designed to help make your trip more enjoyable.

You may be visiting Brazil for one of four reasons:

1. Individual Visit

Individuals may visit Brazil to visit a missionary.  These visits should be arranged directly with the missionary you are to visit.

2. Eyewitness Tour

Some church groups want a firsthand look at the mission field.  They come to Brazil to see, study, and learn about various Project Good News Brazil ministries.  Efforts are made to expose tour groups to a variety of experiences.

3. Work Teams

Work teams are selected on the basis of needs and scheduled accordingly.

4. Spiritual Enrichment Teams

Spiritual Enrichment teams focus on ministry to encourage and inspire national Christians and mission staff.  They provide for Christian witness through preaching and teaching, musical ministries, art, drama, and personal witnesses for the purpose of presenting the gospel.

NOTIFICATION

Project Good News Brazil and the Director for Cross-Cultural Ministries must approve visitation requests.  Requests will be considered in the order requests are received.  Once approved, the field must be notified well in advance of your itinerary.

Allow sufficient time for all communications.  Please fill out the enclosed Brazil Work Team Information sheet and mail/email a copy to each of the addresses below.

Pastor Gordon Avey                       Missions Secretary

CP 5582                                  P.O. Box 926

13095-990 Campinas, SP                   Findlay, OH 45839

gbavey@yahoo.com

If your flight to Brazil is delayed or cancelled, please make an immediate phone call to the Findlay office (419-424-1961) and email Pr. Gordon Avey (gbavey@yahoo.com or phone at 011-55-19-9111-6027) in Brazil so that your new arrival time can be communicated.  Please send an emergency contact number to both.

TEAM LIMITS

Transportation can limit the size of a team.  Work teams or ministry teams should be limited to 8-10 persons.  Larger groups must be negotiated with Project Good News Brazil.

         A member of our missionary staff may place a collect call to the church or group leader two weeks prior to arrival to verify arrangements and answer last minute questions.  Most arrangements can be made using email.

TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS

1. Travel Documents

         All visitors must have a valid passport.  If you do not have a passport, you can apply for one at your county courthouse.  You will need two passport photographs and your certified (raised embossed seal) birth certificate.  Allow six weeks to obtain.

         All visitors must secure a visa to Brazil.  All visitors will need to get a tourist visa that is good for a 90-day stay in 

Brazil.  Applications are available at the Findlay office, or the Internet, http://www.brazilny.org/

We recommend that you make a photocopy of the front page of your passport and of your visa.  This will save you time should you lose your passport while overseas.  We recommend placing a copy in each piece of your luggage.

2. Health Concerns/Travel Insurance

         There are no health requirements to enter Brazil, unless going to our churches in NE or Central Brazil where a yellow fever vaccine is recommended. A tetanus shot is recommended if you have not had one in the last 5 or 10 years.  You should consult with your doctor and take his advice.

Remember to bring any prescription medicines you are now taking.  This medicine should be in its original container with the doctor’s name and ingredients.  If you have hay fever or allergies, you should bring appropriate medicine. Those with severe health problems or recent surgeries should not apply or must get doctors approval in writing. The temperature in Brazil is hotter than most are accustomed. From October through February the temperature can reach into the high 90´s.

         Effective January 1, 2003, CGGC Cross-Cultural Ministries is requiring all overseas short-term missions teams to have travel insurance for volunteers, especially to cover medical emergencies.  Adams & Associates Inter-national will provide the healthcare coverage for only $2 per person per day.  A form is enclosed with this brochure summarizing this special insurance coverage and asking for name, birthday and beneficiaries.  This form must be returned to the CGGC Cross-Cultural Ministries office before making airline reservations.

3. Meals, Lodging, Transportation and Materials

         Meals and lodging are to be covered by the visitor.  It is a good idea to have a designated person to pay with one credit card or cash and divide food expenses later. The restaurants do not give separate checks for large groups. As is customary, a continental Brazilian breakfast is included in the daily rate. Meals in Brazil occur at different times than in the United States. Work teams often eat at the work site and on the run from work and meetings. Be prepared to begin lunch anytime from 12:30pm to 2:00pm and Dinner anytime from 7:30pm to 11:30pm.  Since most services are in the evening, most dinners will begin at 10:00pm or later.  Those with diabetes or hypoglycemia should provide their own snacks. Teams/groups will be charged $100 per person for transportation while in Brazil.  This covers the cost of gasoline, tolls, maintenance and insurance.  This money can be paid in advance to the CGGC office or paid in cash when you arrive in Brazil.

MATERIAL COST DONATION: Work teams provide a great deal of assistance to the mission, especially for projects that are not covered in the mission budget.  Because of these unbudgeted costs, we request that the work team members raise sufficient funds to cover the costs associated with these projects.  As a rule of thumb this is $150 per person per week.  Some projects may cost considerably more.  If you are undertaking a special project, especially if you are doing a special project for a “sister church”, the costs may be higher.  You should cover the entire costs of such projects, if possible. All building materials are available in Brazil.

The Biblical Good News Conference is a recognized organization in Brazil to do ministry on behalf of the Churches of God, General Conference.  However, The Biblical Good News Conference is not a 501(c) 3 charitable organization authorized by our US government.  Thus, contributions to Project Good News do not qualify as a tax-deductible contribution.  To qualify for a tax-deductible contribution and a charitable receipt, gifts should be payable to CGGC, PO Box 926, Findlay, OH 45839 and designated for the appropriate ministry in Brazil.

4. Appearances and Behavior

         Remember that you are representing your country and your church in a foreign country.  Your actions will be observed and will deliver a message beyond your words.

         When in public, we would recommend that women wear comfortable modest clothing, Bermuda shorts (shorts to the knees) Capri pants and/or slacks. Dresses or dress slacks should be worn at church gatherings.  Comfortable shoes should be worn.  Brazilians will be well dressed at their meetings and worship services.  Some Brazilian male leaders will be wearing suits and ties for worship gatherings.  It is not necessary to wear a jacket but a nice shirt with Docker type slacks should be worn to all worship services.  Short shorts, mini skirts, bikinis, spaghetti straps, t-shirts with questionable sayings or pictures, and tight fitting clothing should not be worn while you are in Brazil. We ask that jewelry be left at home except for modest wedding band and/or costume jewelry.

5. Luggage

         The flights into Brazil allows for two bags that do not exceed 70 pounds each, plus two carry-on bags.  You may be able to assist your missionaries by hand carrying supplies to them.  Please check with the missionaries about any special item they may like to have brought down or taken back.

6. Camera

         You will want to bring your camera to remember all the different places you visit and people you meet while on your trip.  Film is available in Brazil, but you will probably end up paying much more for it there than in the United States.  Film for cameras and video is unaffected by x-ray.

7. Things to bring with you

         You should bring with you a flashlight, sunscreen, and hat for extended periods in the sun, sunglasses, and any personal items you might need.

Entering Brazil

You will be given a visitor card to be filled out on the airplane prior to your arrival in Sao Paulo.  Ask an airline attendant for assistance if you have problems filling out this form.  You will want to place Gordon Avey’s address for residence while in Brazil.  His phone number will also be required and is: 011-55-19-3207-4061.

When you arrive in Brazil you will first stand in line for immigration.  Make sure you have your visitor card, passport with visa in hand.  Wait for everyone to be processed in the next room, do not wait immediately after the area your passport is stamped.  The next room you will be in will be the area to get your luggage.  The carts are free for your use to get your luggage from there to your car.  You will then proceed through customs.  Most people are not stopped going into Brazil, especially groups of Americans.  Have your baggage claims ready. When you pass through customs, you will come into another area where many people will be waiting to pick up people who have just arrived.  This area is where your missionary will be waiting for you.  Familiarize yourself with his/her picture before arriving in Brazil.  Bathrooms are located in this area also and should be used before the two hour or more drive to your destination for that day.

Returning to the United States

On the return flight, you will receive a “Customs Declaration” for U.S. customs.  Only one form per family is required.  You are allowed to bring $1,000 in non-agricultural products back duty free.  You will need to list the items you bring back and their approximate cost if you have over $1,000 worth of items to declare.  You may group like items, such as “Souvenirs,” rather than listing each individual item.  If you have less than $1,000 to declare, you can use the “Nothing to Declare” line at U.S. Customs.  You will need your passport along with this form to clear customs.  You must check your luggage through to your next airport, even if the airline has ticketed them through to your final destination for you.

Currency

         It will be best for team members to bring cash with them.  Traveler’s checks will not be accepted.  Your missionary will be the best source for converting currency in Brazil; however, there are places at the airport where you may exchange your money.  Mission staff can exchange American money and personal US cash. Credit cards may also be used; many places in Brazil accept either Visa or MasterCard.  These are the only credit cards accepted in Brazil.  Make sure your credit card is approved to work in Brazil, call the card company and tell them or they may block access your card. The name of the currency in Brazil is Real (Hay-Al) and the exchange rate varies.

Keep Your Promise

If you promise a Brazilian anything, please fulfill your promise.  This will save time for your missionary who will be asked repeatedly why someone has not done what he or she said they would do.

Language

The language in Brazil is Portuguese because the country was once a colony of Portugal.  Brazilian Portuguese is a little different from the Portuguese spoken in Portugal.  A small sheet is available from the CGGC office with some common phrases in Portuguese.

For Your Safety

For your safety do not wander off from the group!  It may appear to you that it is safe to take a walk when you are around your hotel or near one of our churches, but it could be a costly/deadly mistake.  Brazil while being a beautiful country filled with beautiful people has an ugly side to it as well.  Violence and crime are a common occurrence in the cities in which we are a part of.  Prostitution, gang violence, drugs, theft and bus hijackings are also some of the more distasteful parts of city life. When you are walking in public do not talk in a loud voice.  Talking very loud in English will identify you as a foreigner and as a target for would be thieves.

When answering a knock at your hotel door please ask who it is before answering.  It never hurts to take extra precautions.  When you are waiting for your missionaries to arrive at your hotel please remain together in the lobby area or in the area immediately outside your hotel. Never go off alone in the city or neighborhood.

We do not tell you these things to scare you, but to make you aware, so that you are as safe as possible during your trip.

Cultural Tips

Cultural do’s and don’ts

         When meeting a Brazilian for the first time please shake hands, some Brazilians may give you a hug or a kiss on the cheek.  This is all part of their culture.


Do not use the “OK” sign as it can be misinterpreted; instead use the “thumbs up” sign.

Church Services: They may not start or end on American time. Two hour or more services are not unusual. Be prepared to give a brief greeting and introduction. Brazilian church services are much more lively and noisier than most of our churches in the US. Do not be shocked by the loud music, singing and praying. Advice: enter into the worship!

Food:  The Brazilian staple is red beans and rice. If you eat at a 

Brazilians home please don’t reject beans and rice. This may be all they have to offer. You will eat a lot of beef and mixture of various types of meat at the Brazilian BBQ house. Also strong sweet coffee is always offered on visits, you can kindly decline if coffee is a problem. Coffee is only offered at the end of a meal when at the restaurant, it will be the espresso type only. Also Brazil has so many wonderful fruit juices, be sure to experiment! The water in the hotels is safe to brush teeth but drink bottled water. It is available everywhere. Brazilian food may be saltier but it is not spicy with hot peppers.  In fact, it is rare to find black pepper on the tables.

Schedules: As mentioned earlier, the time frame in Brazil is not the same as in the US. Do not get upset or irritated if the teams bus does not leave or arrive on time. Also expect that all the building or ministry goals will probably not be accomplished. Remember, it is not what gets done that is the most important but what God has taught (is teaching) you about yourself, and His church in another culture.

Final Word

Be Flexible!! Enjoy Brazil!!
